
Colonel S , N. Ke.rl'ick 
Department of the Army 
Corps of Engineers 

No. l Drumm Street 
San F~oiseo 

Zone ll 

July 21, 1948 

Office or tbe District Engineer 
74 New Montgomery Street 
San Francisco, Calitornia 

Dear SirJ 

SFUNO RECORDS erA 
'Sm-90009 

The Parr-Richmond Terminal Company herein submits its request that the 
United States Army Engineers give favorable attention to the matter or 
certain additional improvamente and modifications of the existing project 
in the Inner Harbor of the Port or Richmond . 

Tbe Pe.rr-Ricluaond Temine.l Company ur.der agree111ent with the City of Rich
mond is charged with the responeibill+,y or operating all of the general 
cargo wharves in the Port of Richmond, This agreement has been in force 
for 22 years, and during this period the gene1'9l. cal'gO wharves or tbe Port 
have expanded considerably with particular attention being given to the 
expansion or feoilities on the Inner Harbor. 

The Inner Harbor t'acilitiea of the Port consist generally oi'z 

A. !erminal No. l.· - a wharf facility of 1511 610 e~quare reet and 5f!l feet 
in length cone~tructed entirely of reinforced ooncrete and used prin
cipally as a loading pDint for packaged petroleum moving !n the Trans• 
Pacific trade. During the past twelve months 147,66.4.72 tons of 
cargo have passed over this facility. 

B. 'l'armine.l Nc;~ . 2. - a wharf' of 47,782 square feet in area over which has 
passed during the past twelve months 1791 326. 36 tons c;~r carg..,. 

C. Termine}.. No . 3. - a modern :rein:f:orced ooncreta fnoili ty consisting of 
120,000 squa~e feet covered space and 492, 450 square reet open stor age 
area. During the past twelve months 181,987.69 tons of cargo have 
passed over this facility. 

Terminal No. 3 is pl;'ima.r111 concerned with vessels moving in the ao- oalled 
TransPacific trade) thl!\t is, a trllile eerving the porte of Asia, the Pacifio 
Islands, Auetralia, South Afriea and India. On the outbound movement 
packaged petroleum products are the principal col!llllodity shipped with gen
eral merchandise being used for topping oargo. Virtually one-hundred par
cent of all the vessels 111oving in the aforementioned 'i'rani!Pacific trade 
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carry packaged pet.oleum pl'Qducts as a bottom or base cargo. A majority 
of the ships oloaring the San Francisco bPrbor for these ports have picked 
up all or a portion or their cargo at the Port of Richmond. 

Vessels moving in this trade consist primerily of foreign owned and operated 
ships with Alnericen fleg vessds 110ving in somewhat lesse.t" movements. The 
foreign flag vessels are generally speaking large ships constructed prin~ 
cipolly for the long voyage which thie trade demanda; and, therefore, their 
draft ia correspondingly greater than vessels or the coestwise or inter~ 
coastal type. It has been the experience or the Port that these large 
vessels are apprehensive of entering or departing rrolll th.e IIU\er Harbor ot 
Richmond when tully loaded because of the &cant dratt existing. On a num
ber of occasions vessels have literally plowed their way in or out or the 
harbor due to the present inadequate depth o1' tba present channel project. 
It has been the experience of the company's management that inevitably 
masters or these foreign vessels complain of the shallow depth, and it has 
been only with great ~ifricu+ty"tbat the company has retained these veeaeld 
on ita published sailing schedules. The problem or inadequate channel 
depth is the gre~tast barrier to harbor business thRt thia company races. 

The wartime shipbuilding progrlllll of the Uni tee States Goverlllllent. has 
changed the character o1' American flag vessels calling at the Inner Harbor 
terminal racilit.i as at the Port of Richmond. Prior to the vmr, American 
flag vessels were relatively small, many of them having been constructed 
during the phipbuilding progl'8111 or World War I. These vessels were char
acterized by their short l ength and shallow draft; thus, the existing 
channel project was at th1e time adequate for these vessels. However, the 
C-4 type veoael ia encountering difficulty in negotiating the present chan
nel, and Victory-type ships, When fully loaded to capacity, are continually 
striking mud with their propellers, It has been o~ experience that Liberty 
ships, when fully loaded, also encounter inadequate channel depths . 

On inbound TranePacirie ~ovemcnts, it has been tho experience of this Com• 
pany that copra, .whioh is the principal inbound commodity, is often stowed 
directly under the ~in decks as topping cargo, and that, therefore, ships 
bringing in this commodity must enter the Port with a full burden or cargo. 
As these are the same types of vessels .nich ~ova in the outbound trade, 
they experience the same difficulties with the present inedequate cbQJU\el 
project, and the office or this co~pany is in constant rocoipt of inquiries 
regarding channel depths and tide conditions in order that these vessels 
may negotiate the channel into the ' Inner Harbor with the least risk. 
Perenthetically, it may ba at,.ted thllt without exception, veosel O'!fllers, 
agents a.nd ship 111astere are unreserving in their enthusias111 of the Inner 
Harbor as a ahelterGd berthing area and are univors~l in their eondemna~ 
tion or the chAnnel therein . 

Regarding the entrance channel to the Inner Harbor project, this company 
respeottully requests that r evorable attention be given to the widening 

--"'-----·-·----~ 
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of the existing ohannel fro~ tour hundred feet (400') to six hundred feet 
{6001}. as well as the deepening to thirty-five feet (35 1 ) from the present 
tnadequate thirty feet (JO'). !!'hie ohannel affords the only practical 
approach to the entil'e Inner Harbor area. The bo\lt'ldaries of this cbannl!l 
are marked by buoytl which generally indicate the acoeaa route, Vessels 
entering the harbor run constant risk of grounding, and it has been the ex-

•· ~rienae of this company that approximately one vessel per month does ground, 
when entering or departing and ocaasionally require tug asaietance. These 
treqwmt groundings are adequate proof that the channel is not sufficiently 
wide. · 

In addition to the Inner Harbor port facilities enumerated aboves this com· 
pany 1a at the moment opening a new general cargo facility known as the 
Richmond Heavy Lift and Bulk Cargo Tel'lllinal, This wharf facUity lies at 
the head of the Inner Harbor at the junction of the Santa Fe Channel !llld 
Lauritzen Canal, Here is a wharf twe~ty~two hundred teet {2200 1) in length 
which can be made serviceable, .in the accommodation ot deep sea steamers and 
in the handling of bulk and 'haa'Y lift cargoes. Soma seventeen hundred feet 
(l?OO·r) or· this wharf structure lies on the Lauritzen Canal, end the balance 
fronts on the Sunta Fe Channel. It is through this bulk cargo and bea.vy 
lift tel'lllinal that a new and higbly~demanded eetvioe ie being offered to 
shippers end riater carriere. Heres six giant heavy lift cranes will be 
stationed w~~re for tha firSt time on San Franciaco Bay heavy lift eargoef 
oan be handled, direct betlftlen ship and shore w:J.thout.the intervention of 
floating hoisting equipment. 

Our calculations .demonstrate that shippers and carriers will at.Cect a eav- ' 
ing in exce~e of fifty percent when heavy lirt cargoes are handled throUgh , 
this facility. In addition to the heavy lift feature, this terminal ~ill 
be the only point on San Francisco Bay, except for the grain terminal at 
Islai~ Creek, where .beavy moving· bulk commodities can be etcokpiled at ship
aide within reacb or cargo handling cranes. This affords an enormous sav
inga to shippers dua to the faot that not only are loading coats lower, but 
rail cars are unloaded immediately upon their arrival at the terminal and 
released, instead of being held as storage units awaiting transfer of the 
material to the ship as is done ·in the case of conventional bulk handling 
equip~~~ent. 

It may be said that almost without exception·. vessels handling these heavy 
bulk Collllllodities load to tne.rllll\llll draft. The.' inclusion of the Laurit'Zen 
Canal as part of the present harbor project together with the deepening of 
the project will open these enormous facilities to the economic benefit of 
shippers and water carriel'l! alike, The least width in the La uri ben Canal 
to make this operation safe end praotioeble is a channel two-hundred end 
fifty feet (250') wide between wharf .!.'rants three hundred feet (3001 ) apart. 

It is .further contemplated to expand the bulk cargo and heavy lift tenn:l.llal 
by projecting the existing apron wharf on the Santa Fe Channel southeasterly 
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across the upper end or the main Inner Harbor aren. This expnneion pro
gram will enta.il a change in the harbor lines and will offer a site for 11. 

large qua.ntity of tbe dredge material which will be removed from the har· ... 
bor during the deepening process. · 

The aforementioned harbor improvements will materially reduce existing 
harbor hn~arda and will assist in the development of commerce and industry 
within the Port. of Riohmond. Your favorable attention to this request is 
solicited. 

JPC/kh 

Very truly yours, 

PARR-RICHMOND TERM[NAL COMPANY 

By --~FRED;.-:~D~. ~P~ARR~--
Presidant 


